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. iy'cultural tolerance, and | knew its foIIow up was
- % going to be more personal. A wake of sorrows engulfed
rage fEeIs more like the aIIegorlcaI breath one takes

floor by a seemingly endless series of waves. It's a
reflection on loss, renouncement, and my futile battle
- against moral dualism. It's defiantly intimate yet as
~ broad and timeless as loss itself. My earliest intentions
were to use lyrics in support of the most personal
: topnCs and pen the instrumental songs as a sort of
impressionist narrative. Well...we all know the fate of
best laid plans, and it wasn't long before | had to
reckon with the intrinsically seductive power of parable
and improvisation. As | watched those two vie for
dominance, fictional tales emerged about real
characters, a hidden commentary on existentialist
duality morphed itself into an eponymous tribal
chant... in Napolitan. Meanwhile, solos snuck in where
there used to be none, old songs rose from their ashes
~ while new ones decided to sit out the final cut. In time,
i the album began to reveal itself as an experiential
~ game of hopscotch which, like the Cortazar book by
the same name, can hopefully be enjoyed in more than
one order, though my hope is that some if not all of
you, will have the time capital to listen to this music in
its intended sequence. | believe it makes the most
sense that way. - Alain Mallet

"..and the mystery of the withheld theme, known to jazz musicians alone, is like the mystery of our secret life.

We give to others only peripheral improvisations.”  Anais Nin

Thanks: To all the musicians and engineers whose
talent, heart, and generosity are the greatest gifts |
could ever receive.

Special thanks to Doug Johnson for metacarpal
psychophysics, to Carolyn for trusting I'd re-surface
eventually, to Anat, Jamey, and Peter for their
friendship, to Elliot Scheiner for his tireless support.

In memoriam: Tommy Lipuma, Roberto Cassan, Mili
Bermejo, Kim Plainfield, Claudio Roditi, Dave
Samuels, and Lyle Mays for all the love they left
behind.

1 Trolls (for Lyle) 5:51

2 Goya Wonweh (Duality) 7:41

3 Requiem (3 Funerals # 4: Hope) 4:38

4 3 Funerals #3: Mili 1:57

5 Joy 5:26

6 The Unbreakable Veil 3:53

7 Lace 3:00

8 Hesitation (to the Polka Queens
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